
WILLIAMSBURG 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD MINUTES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2006 
 

CALL TO ORDER AND ATTENDANCE 
 
The regular semimonthly Architectural Review Board meeting was held on Tuesday, 
March 28, 2006, at 6:30 p.m. in the third Floor Conference Room of the Municipal 
Building.  
 
Vice-Chairman Spence called the meeting to order.  Present in addition to Mr. Spence 
were Board members Messrs. Edwards, Quarles, Lane, Klee, and Hertzler.  Staff 
members present were Zoning Administrator Murphy and Secretary Scott. 

 
 

 
Vice-Chairman Spence explained the consent agenda procedure to the audience 
stating that if an application is in full compliance with the Design Review Guidelines, it 
is placed on the consent agenda.  If no member of the Board has any question 
regarding the application and concurs that it is in full compliance with the Guidelines, 
the audience is asked if they are present to discuss any case on the Consent Agenda.  
If there is no one in the audience present to discuss any item on the Consent Agenda, 
those applications are approved as submitted and the applicants are then free to leave 
the meeting. 
 
Applications on tonight’s Consent Agenda: 
 
ARB #06-034 The Mid-Atlantic Group/116 Washington Street – Exterior Change 

(enclose portion of porch) 
 
ARB #06-030   Captain’s Galley/1425 Richmond Road – Exterior Change (roof)  
 
ARB #06-036   Holly Hills Professional Park/200 Brookwood Drive – New Office Building 
 
The Board had no question or comment about the Consent Agenda cases, however, a 
member of the audience, the Holly Hills Homeowners Association president, asked that 
ARB #06-036 be removed from the consent agenda for discussion.  Mr. Lane moved 
and Mr. Hertzler seconded a motion to approve ARB #06-034 and ARB #06-030 on the 
Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried by roll call vote as follows: 
 
Recorded vote on the motion: 

Aye: Edwards, Quarles, Lane, Klee, Spence, Hertzler 
Nay: None 
Absent: None 

 
 

Consent Agenda 
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ARB #06-026 Saras/520 Newport Avenue – Exterior Change (transition between 
siding and brick) -- Approved  

 
Tony Saras, owner/applicant, returned to the Board as requested at the last ARB 
meeting, with plans for the transition between brick to siding on the new addition to his 
home.  Mr. Saras submitted a photograph for the file depicting the proposed transition 
by separating the two materials with a small roof.  
 
Mr. Lane moved that the proposed transition from siding to brick be approved.  Mr. 
Hertzler seconded the motion which carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
Recorded vote on the motion: 

Aye: Edwards, Quarles, Lane, Klee, Spence, Hertzler 
Nay: None 
Absent: None 

 
 
 

 
ARB #06-032 Captain’s Galley/1425 Richmond Road – Exterior Change (new 

color scheme) – Approved 
 
Although there was no representative present, Zoning Administrator, Murphy explained 
the proposed color scheme: 

• Bracken Tenement Biscuit to Tyler Taupe for walls 
• Palace Arms Red to Hale Navy for the columns/windows and doors 
• James Geddy Green to Caldwell Green for the shutters 

 
Mrs. Murphy stated staff recommends the Burgundy for the freestanding and building-
mounted signs be opaque Caldwell Green to match the building or the existing Palace 
Arms Red be retained on the building to match the sign.   
 
Mr. Klee moved that instead of Burgundy for the freestanding and building-mounted 
signs, opaque Caldwell Green be used to match the building.  Mr. Quarles seconded 
the motion which carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
Recorded vote on the motion: 

Aye: Edwards, Quarles, Lane, Klee, Spence, Hertzler 
Nay: None 
Absent: None 
 

 
 

ARCHITECTURAL PRESERVATION DISTRICT 

CORRIDOR PROTECTION DISTRICT 
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ARB #06-033  Black Angus Grill/1433 Richmond Road – Exterior Change (new 

color scheme) – Approved with Conditions 
 
Angelo Mageras was present to respond to concerns regarding the number of colors 
proposed for the cornice details.  Mr. Spence noted that cornices are usually one color 
and the striped effect of the proposed three colors does not conform to the general 
character of the corridor.  Mr. Klee agreed with Mr. Spence adding that any one of the 
three colors proposed would be acceptable. 
 
Mr. Spence moved the color change be approved conditioned upon the following: 

1. The window trim, columns and wood walls in the eaves will remain the existing 
beige; 

2. The trim around the half moon windows in the gable end will be Townsend 
Harbor HC-64; 

3. The trim on the gable end and the cornice trim around the building will be 
Fairview Taupe HC-85 instead of the three colors proposed. 

 
Mr. Hertzler seconded the motion which carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
Recorded vote on the motion: 

Aye: Edwards, Quarles, Lane, Klee, Spence, Hertzler 
Nay: None 
Absent: None 
 

ARB #06-036  Holly Hills Professional Park/200 Brookwood Drive – New Office     
Building – Approved 

 
Applicant, J. Hatcher Cale, Jr., is submitting an application for a new building design 
changing the office park from four two-story buildings with a basement to seven one-
story buildings with a basement.  The building design meets the Design Review 
Guidelines criteria for the Corridor Protection District.  Gary Bowling, Guernsey Tingle 
Architects, and Steve Romeo with LandMark Design Group, were present to respond to 
any questions. 
 
The president of the Holly Hills Carriage Homeowner’s Association was present and 
said some of the concerns of the residents include: 

• that the design of the office buildings compliment the Carriage Homes; 
• that adequate landscaping, with specific species noted, be included to 

adequately screen the dumpsters as well as the site itself; and  
• that the developer install the BMP aeration system that was promised.  He 

added that currently the Association maintains the pond, but it shouldn’t be their 
responsibility solely. 

 
Zoning Administrator Murphy said the second two items noted above are site plan 
issues that will be addressed at that review. 
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Mr. Bowling stated that the owners, in no way intended to deceive the Carriage 
Homeowners.  The change in the proposed plans is a result of building code 
restrictions.  Although it is true there are three more buildings with this proposal, there 
are fewer offices per building and the height reduction will better compliment the 
Carriage Homes.  The HOA president expressed concern about additional traffic and 
right-of-way at Brookwood Drive.  Mr. Romeo pointed out that there is a stop sign at the 
exit of the office development and Brookwood Drive.  Mr. Romeo added two dumpsters 
are proposed as shown on the original site plan. 
 
In response to Mr. Quarles question if the HOA felt the office buildings look too similar 
to the homes, the HOA president said the HOA wants them to look as similar as 
possible.  Mr. Bowling added they will have the same appearance as previously 
approved, just no third floor. 
 
David Mutter, Holly Hills Carriage Homes resident said this is his third time before the 
ARB.  He is concerned about the number of trees removed and noted he does not 
believe the required landscaping buffer remains.  He stated the increase in the density 
of the office park buildings leave less room for landscaping and with so much already 
removed, he is concerned with the resulting change in the character of the site.  He 
concluded by saying he appreciates what the Board does, but is concerned about the 
need for more landscaping.  Mr. Quarles reminded the speaker that the ARB’s area of 
purview covers the exterior appearance of buildings only.   
 
David Olsen, Holly Hills Carriage Homes resident for five years, said the approximately 
60 residents knew when they purchased their homes that four, two-story office buildings 
would be constructed in the future and he had heard very few objections.  But now with 
the number increase, he is hearing concerns about not only the increased number of 
buildings, but also the increased traffic and landscaping needs.   
 
Pat Ewell, Holly Hills Carriage Homes resident, confirmed with Zoning Administrator 
Murphy that parking issues need to be expressed to the Planning Commission.  She 
said her concern is the loss of green area and a lot of asphalt.  She asked if the parking 
can be broken up with trees.  Mr. Spence asked what the change in parking space is 
with the new design.  Mr. Romeo answered there may be one or two fewer parking 
spaces with the new design.  
 
Pam Legere, Holly Hills Carriage Homes resident, asked if the office park will be 
completed by the date proposed and Mrs. Murphy noted site plans are valid for five 
years and building permits for one year.  The Planning Commission has the final 
approval on the site plan and the Commission follows the guidelines of the Zoning 
Ordinance. 
 
Mr. Hertzler, Board member representing the Planning Commission, asked for the area 
difference between the two plans and was told the new design covers 42,000 square 
feet whereas the original design called for 40,000 square feet.   
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Vice-Chairman Spence stated comments from the audience are duly noted and will be 
directed to the Planning Commission when the time comes.  If the Commission 
approves fewer buildings, the plan may change.  Mrs. Murphy added that if that does 
occur, the plan will need to return to the ARB.  Mr. Spence wondered if it is prudent to 
approve this proposal prior to final site plan approval, but Mr. Klee pointed out that the 
ARB is only approving the exterior of the buildings.   
 
Mr. Quarles moved that the new building design be approved.  Mr. Edwards seconded 
the motion which carried by roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
Recorded vote on the motion: 

Aye: Edwards, Quarles, Lane, Klee, Spence, Hertzler 
Nay: None 
Absent: None
 

 
 

ARB #06-035  Nordstrom/320 North Henry Street – Addition to building 
 
John Hopke, architect for the project was present and distributed renderings of the 
proposed addition to the rear of the Dora Armistead House to include kitchen, sunroom 
and stairs.  Mr. Hopke said that due to building code requirements and the need for two 
means of egress, the owner is considering other uses than residential.  He said a recent 
building code change dictates fire escapes cannot be installed, without a really good 
reason, but exterior stairs can be installed.  
 
The owner is looking at a tea house or other retail on the first floor and two residential 
units on the second.  There will be a residential elevator and interior stairs for residents’ 
use. 
 
Mrs. Murphy clarified that since the structure was moved, the house built in the 1880’s 
is no longer on the National Historic Register.   
 
Mr. Hopke said the owner asks if porches can be on both sides, maybe taking off the 
dormers on the top.  Mr. Spence responded that he would hate to lose all those 
dormers.  He added that the stairs will be a critical element. 
 
Mr. Hertzler said he likes the idea of more outdoor space provided by the porch space; 
it certainly makes the area more livable for the residents. 
 
Mr. Lane noted an “awkward” appearance with all the different angles and different roof 
pitches. 
 

CONCEPTUAL REVIEW 
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Mr. Klee asked if the rear section could be reworked; looks like a triple-decker tenement 
house with the stair tower as the greatest challenge.  He added that although it is no 
longer on the National Register, it is a local landmark.  He said the proposal is pretty 
reasonable, but agrees it is awkward.  Mr. Klee cautioned that the structure represents 
the last remaining pieces of an 18th century coffee house in the cellar and said the less 
demolition done the better.  He said he would hope they could find a way to have the 
stairs inside.  Mr. Quarles suggested either a spiral or wrought iron staircase, but Mr. 
Hopke said they have looked at these options but found they would lose the addition 
space.  Mr. Hopke added that if a sprinkler system is added, a fire escape could be 
installed.  The cost of the sprinkler system is about $25,000 - $30,000.  Mr. Klee said he 
would like to see other options; maybe pull it out toward the parking lot; put the stair at 
the end of the “L”. 
 
Mr. Hopke thanked the Board for their suggestions and said he will return with 
alternatives. 
 

 
 

 
Minutes for March 14, 2006 
The minutes for the March 14, 2006 meeting were approved as submitted viva voce. 
 
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
Vice-Chairman Spence stated that as a result of Chairman Hugh Williams’ resignation, 
new officers need to be elected.  However, after talking with Mr. Williams, Mr. Spence 
suggested the Board postpone the election in hopes that Mr. Williams will change his 
mind and return to the Board as Chairman.  It was the general consensus of the Board 
to postpone the election. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 

 
Donna Dee Scott 
Secretary                   

OTHER 


